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THE PARKING AUTHORITY OF TORONTO
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RALPH C. DAY, ESO. ROBERT G. BUNDY
GHAIRMAN GENERAL MANADER

LT.-COL. JOHN F, ELLIS D.B.E.

ALFRED WARD, ESOQ.

Mayor Nathan Phillips, Q.C., and
Members of the Board of Control,
City Hall.

Your Worship, Madam and Gentlemen:

In accordance with the requirements of R.S.0. 1952
and By-law 18680, establishing the Parking Authority
of Toronto, we are pleased to submit for your consider-
ation, our Sixth Annual Report for the year 1957.

During the past year, continued expansion of the
municipal parking program was carried out. At the end
of 1957 — 40 municipal carparks were in operation, in-
cluding two mechanical parking garages which were
opened during the Fall of the year. In 1957, some
3,824,000 motorists used your municipal parking facili-
ties at modest parking charges of 10c, 15c, 20c, and 25c
per hour,

In order to bring the locations of the various munici-
pal carparks to the motoring public’s attention, a mod-
est advertising program was introduced during 1956.
This program proved to be extremely successful during
the year under review and many favourable comments
were received in appreciation of the guide maps that

; were distributed and the directional “P” signs used to
‘ locate the carparks.

The two mechanical parking garages were opened

' during the Fall of this past year. These garages talled

for an entirely new vehicle lift mechanism. Although



several difficulties have been experienced with the equip-
ment, an improvement in our operating techniques with
these parking machines has been made.

During June of 1957, construction of the Under-
ground Parking Garage at the site of the Civic Square
was commenced. A plumbers’ strike caused a delay in
the construction program. However, work on the con-
struction is now on schedule and it is anticipated that
the garage will be completed during June—July 1958. j
The Underground Garage will provide over 1300 lockup,
self-park parking spaces.

Ralph C. Day

We take pleasure in reporting that your municipal
carparks were operated on a self sustaining basis with-
out charge upon the general taxpayer. Real Estate and
Business Taxes were paid on all the Authority operated
parking facilities and some $705,770.00 of the Authority’s
revenues were used to, or committed for, the cost of John F. Ellis
acquisition of parking area lands and improvements, the
title of which belong to the City of Toronto.

In submitting this report we would like to thank
your Worship, the Board of Control and City Council
for the sympathetic co-operation we have received in
our endeavors to provide convenient off-street parking.
Without such co-operation our work would not have
been possible.

Yours very truly,

AN

Ralph C. Day,
Chairman

John F. Ellis, Alfred Ward,
Commissioner Commissioner

Alfred Ward
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1. HISTORY OF THE PARKING AUTHORITY

A. WHAT THE AUTHORITY STANDS FOR

The Parking Authority of Toronto is a corporate body
established by a Provincial Statute and City By-law in
1952. The Parking Authority is charged with the respon-
sibility for the construction, maintenance, management
and operation of municipal off-street parking facilities.

The Authority is required to operate such facilities on
a self sustaining basis without any charges to the gen-
eral taxpayer. The Authority is composed of three tax-
payers of the City of Toronto, who are appointed by,
and responsible to City Council.

B. THE AUTHORITY’S OBJECTIVES

The Authority’s prime objective is to provide low
cost, quality parking service to the motoring public of
Toronto. To obtain this, it endeavors to establish and
maintain at a high standard, an attractive system of
municipal carparks primarily to meet the parking re-
quirements of the transient parker.

It endeavours to obtain these objectives at an econom-
ical outlay following business practices as outlined by
the Civic Administration.

In providing attractive off-street parking facilities the
Authority hopes to eventually provide sufficient parking
accommodation so that roads may be clear for the free
passage of vehicular traffic.

C. ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1953 1954 1955 1956 1957
Carparks
Operating 5 10 26 34 40
Spaces
Available 500 900 3,000 5,000 5,900
Customers
Served 125,000 |320,000 | 875,000 |2,821,000 |3,824,000

Since the inception of the Parking Authority it has
been able to operate on a self sustaining basis. This has
been made possible by the enthusiastic acceptance with
which the Authority has been received by the motoring
public.

II. 1957 REVUE

A. New Projects Completed

1. SURFACE AREAS

The following municipal carparks were brought into
operation during the past year;—

No. 38—located at St. Patrick & Dundas Streets—this
Area will accommodate 194 cars.

No. 39—located a Castlefield & Yonge Streets—this
Area helps to provide parking accommodation for pas-
sengers on the T.T.C. Subway. The capacity of the Area
is 162 spaces.

No. 43—Esplanade and Yonge Streets—this area,
situated in the lower downtown district, will accom-
modate 150 vehicles.

No. 44—located at Fuller and Queen Streets—this
area is the only municipal carpark in this district.

No. 46—located at King and Toronto Streets—this
area, situated in the heart of the downtown district, will




accommodate 127 vehicles. It is operated by the Author-
ity on behalf of the Toronto Stock Exchange on a rental
and revenue sharing basis,

These areas have varying rate structures depending
on land and construction costs. Several new ideas have
been tried out on them, such as different designs to
Cashier’s Shelters, Ticket Racks and Signs. It is by
experimenting with different techniques that we event-
ually hope to establish the ultimate in construction and
operation of your carparks.

2. MECHANICAL GARAGES

During 1956 construction was started on the Author-
ity’s first two mechanical parking garages, No.’s 33 & 34
located respectively at Temperance Street and at Dun-
das Square, The Temperance Street Mechanical Parking
Garage was designed to accommodate 415 vehicles. It
was opened during the early Fall of 1957 by his Worship

Mayor Phillips. The Mayor’s car was the first vehicle to
be parked,

Carpark No. 34 located at Dundas Square is a similar
garage to Temperance Street. Dundas Square is the
smaller of the two garages providing three service ele-
vators as opposed to Temperance Street’s four. The Dun-
das Square Garage was opened just prior to Temperance
Street Mechanical Garage, being opened quietly to pro-
vide operating experience with this type of equipment.

The type of wheel lift mechanism provided on the
elevators at these mechanical garages is entirely new
in concept. The Authority decided on the type of mech-
anism used on the advice of its Consulting Mechanical
Engineers and Professor Smith of the University of
Toronto, who made their recommendations as a result
of studies and inspections of mechanical parking equip-
ment used in the United States.

As is the case with many original designs the Author-
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MECHANICAL PARKING GARAGES

TEMPERANCE $T7. DUNDAS SQUARE

ity experienced setbacks shortly after the garage had
been opened. These were caused by mechanical break-
downs to various components of the elevator machines.
However, in view of the experience derived from this
type of equipment, a completely new type of wheel lift
has been evolved that, it is hoped, will completely eradi-
cate the defects in the earlier type of equipment,

These modifications will be installed in June 1958. The
Authortiy is confident that when the above mentioned
modifications are carried out to the equipment, they will
obtain the operation that their mechanical engineers had
envisaged for the type of equipment they recommended.

B. UNDERGROUND GARAGE

During 1956, preliminary studies were carried out at
the site of the Civic Square Underground Parking Gar-
age. The Authority’s Consultants had discussions with
the City Engineer on the relocation of public utilities,
such as water, gas, sewer, telephone and hydro conduits.
During the Fall of 1956, plans were put before members
of the City Planning Board and they subsequently sent
their approval of the project to City Council. Sub-




sequently, the Ontario Municipal Board approved the
capital financing for the project during March of 1957.

During mid 1957 the excavation for the construction
of stage one of the Underground Garage was com-
menced.

It was anticipated at that time that the garage would
be completed during June of 1958. However, a plumbers’
strike entitled the Contractors, Perini Limited, to an
extension of time of some three weeks. The garage
is now estimated to open mid July of 1958.

CONSTRUCTION STAGE, OCTOBER 1957,

C. OPERATING COSTS

1. Union Negotiations

The Parking Authority is at present engaged in nego-
tiations with Local 43 of the Toronto Civic Employees’
Union who have been elected by the outside employees
of the Authority to represent their interests. During
these Negotiations the Authority has made offer and
counter offers, all of which have been found to be unac-

ceptable to Local 43,

Because of anticipated increased operating costs, the
Authority is at the moment reappraising what size and
design of parking facility constitutes an economical
unit. In the light of information obtained, the Authority
will have to reconsider its future capital expenditures
and building plans.

2. INVESTIGATION OF MECHANICAL DEVICES

Over the last few years, great strides have been made
in the development of mechanical devices applied to
the automation of the operation of carparks. The Author-
ity has been well aware of this fact and has, accordingly,
from time to time carried out investigations on the type
of equipment available that might be used in conjunction
with its own operations. In view of the increased costs,
the Authority feels that certain mechanical devices
might be fruitfully applied to some of its areas, especi-
ally those that have been found to be sub-economic in
operation.

With this in mind, the Authority’s operations are
being surveyed by a firm of specialists in automatic
parking devices and on the results of this survey and the
Authority’s own investigations in this field, it shortly
hopes to be able to modify some of the operations to
automation.

III. THE FUTURE

A. Approvals Received

The Authority has received approval to commence
construction of a parking garage on the site of Area No.
1, located at Charles Street. It was intended to build
a mechanical parking structure on the site of this area.
But in light of the experience gained with the existing
mechanical garages, the Authority felt that it should




MUNICIPAL

CARPARKS

CEDARVALE
n
l L=

DANFORTH J DANFORTH ‘

28

HARCOURT

PAPE
WOODBINE
ot
AMROTH

v,

BROADVIEW

F
2
£

QUEEN

| Pigeonhata Parking

34

| | ounoas |

AMOUR'

ELIZABETH
B

ST. PATRICK
—
YONGE

ALBERT

UNIVERSITY
VICTORIA
CHURCH

ciy | ¢
Hul é

JICHESTN *

QUEEN

Canada's
First Municipal b
Undarground Parking Garags

(Summer'ss ) TEMPERANCE

Pigeonbole Parking -]

CASTLEFIELD

DUPLEX

YONGE
-

HEATH

oeune G| i§12
< ST. CLAIR

DELISLE

ST. CLAIR

13

YORKVILLE
—

PLEASANT

|

YONGE

CUMBERLAND!| I
— | —=—
BLOOR BLOOR

BELLAIR

>
3
@

WELLESLEY

HAYDEN —tm—
CHARLES =

ISABELLA ——t=—

YONGE

GLOUCESTER —a—

DUNDONALD —m=
WELLESLEY

Canada’s

" g First Municipal
Simpaon's
[~ Parking Garage

JARVIS

PACIFIC

o efe]w|e]—

ANNETTE

=t MEDLAND

SORAUREN
FULLER

QUEEN

i i

BARTON

CHRISTIE

SHAW

—4 e CRAW [FORD

GRACE.

consider a ramp type garage or else defer the commence-
ment of construction until such times as efficient oper-
ation is obtained with the present mechanical garages.

Approval has been received for the addition of another
deck to the successful Queen-Victoria Garage. This
new roof level of 104 spaces will be started early in the
Summer of 1958.

Capital expenditures have also been approved for the
development of an extension of parking facilities in the
Yonge-St. Clair district.

In the immediate future the Authority also hopes if
economically feasible, to establish parking facilities in
both the Eglinton-Avenue Road and the St. Clair-
Dufferin districts. The Authority is co-operating with
the businessmen in these areas in order to establish the
required off-street parking,

The Authority had also hoped to establish parking
facilities in the Bloor-Sherbourne District. However, it
was found that land values were too high in this loca-
tion.

The Authority previously proposed five municipal
carparks adjacent to Bloor Street West between Spadina
Avenue and Dovercourt Road. However, these proposals
are being held in abeyance, pending investigation, in
co-operation with the T.T.C,, of the possibility of estab-
lishing carparks on, and in conjunction with, portions
of those lands to be expropriated for the Bloor Street
subway. Preliminary discussions with officials of the
T.T.C. have been very encouraging. Therefore, your
Authority believes that some new and better proposals
can be made on a much more economical basis. This, of
course, could reduce or probably eliminate the necessity
of obtaining capital financing assistance from local
businessmen as was previously contemplated.




B. Long Term Plans

The Authority feels that within the next few years
it will be necessary to obtain additional parking facilities
by the erection of parking garages on the following
surface carparks.

No. 29—Eglinton-Holly

No. 36—Civic Square-——Underground Garage
Stage No. 2 (900 cars)

No. 12--Alvin-St, Clair

No. 15—Yorkville-Yonge

No. 16—Bellair-Bloor

The result of the above expansion would be the addi-
tion of approximately 3,000 spaces.

The Authority’s carpark located at Bay and Fleet
Streets is subiect, at present, to very heavy useage. With
the opening up of the Seaway, the Authority feels that
it will be desirable to erect a 1200 car ramp garage at
this site. Extension of the Esplanade-Yonge carpark is
also contemplated.

The Fred G. Gardiner and Don Valley expressways
also indicate the need for additional parking spaces in
their immediate vicinity. Commuter lots are being
planned for the Fred G. Gardiner expressway to provide
4,000 parking spaces which includes a 2,000 car mezza-
nine deck.

The Don Valley expressway is thought to call for at
least a 1,000 car commuter lot.

Experience has shown that there must be cheap,
direct rapid transit service to the downtown area before
the motorist will make use of commuter parking lots.
Therefore, your Authority considers that this transpor-
tation system should be decided upon before your
Authority establishes the above lots.

Your Authority has been approached with increasing

demands for, normally sub-economic, parking facilities
in local business districts throughout the city. With this
in mind, we are making progress in co-operation with
local businessmen, to institute a new and more realistic
approach to the establishment of self-sustaining car-
parks in these outlying districts,

Every effort is being made to supply modern, efficient

and adequate off-street parking areas, wherever the need
is great and the operation will be economically sound.




Ia8eueN IRWOD ‘XANAY D L¥HY0Y 1EION0IOV-TOMSELY, SIMTT "M TTIVNIONT
IOUPRY A1) 9y} £q peacdde DU PIUINLINOD USdQ STy PeDRMSQY USR] SBY WAyS MURLH JACGE I YO WoIy TOWBWIONRT (BIOUBUY OhT,
‘uoiye@aadsp z0f ‘ER{UING IO YN0 ‘PITOID 9IT HSATASHL OU 'SI0IPTII Supuneedy [RARIGRY A S0URRIcOR Ul OjucIoy, JO LI 93 01 I
powWIng 8 yIlgm JO P[I} ‘SONULASE S.LJLIOYINY JO 30O puT] DPuUR SleREe DIXY JO agegoand Ioyye Wupding O @ouseq 91 80 'WMoys saiding JUlIInd.
FENIOYIRY JFuDIeg 9l JO O8N I0F Diymullsap useq BJULABY JO
uosEdd Af] 490US SOUE[BY 240gE o3 WO Juedde ASYT, 'WEY 0 9133 PIOY jou 0P Aromny o) “yeeyus oousieq 8,430 o) uo yeedds 08(% SRRESY PANLI.

SETLITESLS 95 TLY T69°LE
wD-N‘wmnhvth mmuhwﬂan ............................ ﬁgaﬁg.\fﬂmm vﬁﬁm mﬂmﬁw
N%-“NM«@WH .................................... gaggm wuhgnuﬂ.mg
0%°89L VYL 6o LiDSy T sowrea01dtTy 9oBLINg
2I20DS DALY JO POUM SR
GEORLGRLE onUIASI Io]w Bum

-3ied 3O JNO S}OSSE PIXE PUE
pue] jo asegomd AG pelEsI)y
mm-MomnhN.Vnw ................................ SOTTDADI
SANIOENY JO N0 $pEeTd
-oncidum pUE  SjOsSE  POXh
spue] Jo osegoind Ag PaIERIly

SILHNS TVIIIVD
SUITLS'E61 SLIL¥'CL] spung Suppmg o1 ssodap % smondiepsy sse

mw.mvm.umwmh.w‘m .............................................. HuUmeWH mﬂhmﬁwﬁﬂﬁﬁm mh-@mw.hm.vnhm m
LEHGE HENINATAA 16966 PSYL T SJIILIAOIGIY
S pus pawy ‘symdle]
LEOSTIOSE e SomSS] SIMUIQI(T Fﬂ.wmmnﬂv. ................ wﬂ@ﬂﬂnﬂﬁ@m pae
Smipuad A AQ PooUBADE SpUnRS SOITYLY I
ALVOEVEL TYLIEVD SLHSSV CAXLA-

RSLOOPET § SIDIRL] suopeisdo woly snjdims jEeln +85°LOOF6T 3

Mm.mohm pesnun g pros sdweig Supyied ———— e dem preds
SEOgENT $38BM %P SSUIE[ES DARIODY MMMMM“% ........ R mmmmmﬂwm‘mﬂqﬁmwooow%
LECITZOY $ elqeied SIEROY Go-ezecar § Woeg e DUE PUEH TO USED
SHELTHAEVIT INENAGD SIASSY LNIEEND
SHILITIGVII SLHSSY

L1861 I81¢ NHSWHDAJ—ILIEHS HEONVIVE OILNOYOL A0 ALIHOHLOV DNINAVJ HHL
INENELVIS TVIONVNIA Al




	4697_001
	4697_008

